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Introduction 

The *Fred O’Connell NPC Innovation Award recognises innovative partnership work between 

schools and parents which supports children to have the opportunity to reach their full 

potential. 

The Award 

The winner will receive a plaque, engraved with the name of their Parents’ Association and 

the year it was won. They will also receive a free year’s membership to NPC.  In addition NPC 

will have a larger plaque that will be presented to the winner but will be kept in the NPC 

office. This plaque will be engraved with the winner’s name year on year to serve as a record 

of all the winners of the Award.  

Two runners up will also be presented with plaques. 

All entrants, who have been judged to qualify under the criteria as set out for submitting a 

project, will receive a certificate of achievement.  

 

Criteria for submitting the application 

 The Parents’ Association submitting the application must be a current member of 

National Parents Council Primary. 
 

 The submitted project must be an original project that has been developed by the group 

submitting it. 
 

 The project must fall into the category of at least one of Dr. Joyce Epstein’s six themes 

of parental involvement (see page 2). 
 

 The project must have the potential to be replicated in other schools. 

 

Deadline for submissions 

Closing date for entries has been extended to the 18th of May 2018, by close of business 

(5pm). No applications will be accepted after this time or date.  

Entries should be marked Private and Confidential, and addressed to: 

Aine Lynch, CEO, National Parents Council Primary, 12, Marlborough Court, Marlborough 

Street, Dublin 1 or emailed to alynch@npc.ie  

 

* Fred O’ Connell was involved with NPC in the early years of the organisation. Fred was the first paid employee 

of NPC. He also served as Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of NPC. He believed strongly that parents have a 

vital role to play in their child’s education. This award is in honour of Fred.  

mailto:alynch@npc.ie
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Dr. Joyce Epstein’s six themes of parental involvement, the keys to successful school, family 

and community partnerships 

1. Parenting 

Assist families in understanding child and adolescent development and in setting home 

conditions that support children as students at each grade level. Assist schools in 

understanding families. 

2. Communicating 

Communicate with families about school programmes and student progress through 

effective school-to-home and home-to-school communications. 

3. Volunteering 

Improve recruitment, training and schedules to involve families as volunteers and 

audiences at the school and in other locations to support students and school 

programmes. 

4. Learning at home 

Involve families with their children in learning at home, including homework, other 

curriculum-related activities, and individual course and program decisions. 

5. Decision making 

Include families as participants in school decisions, governance and advocacy through 

the PTA/PTO, school councils, committees, action teams and other parent 

organisations. 

6. Collaborating with the community 

Coordinate community resources and services for students, families and the school with 

businesses, agencies and other groups, and provide services to the community. 
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Brief description of project (approximately 600-1000 words) 

Glinsk National School is located in a rural area of East County Galway. Despite our small 

population our school is a modern hub of creativity and learning at the heart of our community. 

Our student population is 56 with approximately 27  families in attendance. Our Parents 

Association might be small in number  but due to the hard work, dedication and creativity of our 

parents and members of the community, we feel we are providing a strong support to our 

students and school community which we hope helps our children’s education to be positive and 

rewarding. 

One of our many projects as a Parents Association is to involve parents and the local community 

in the education of the children and encourage volunteering to enhance the education 

experiences of children.   

In the current academic year we have achieved a huge response from parents and the local 

community which has been of huge benefit to both children and parents. Please see below the 

details of the many volunteering events that occurred this year: 

Cookery – A parent who is a qualified chef volunteered to provide a baking class with the 

students.  The class took place in Autumn 2017, the children were encouraged to bring in any 

raspberries, blackberries and apples they would like to collect for use in the class.  The class 

helped children to learn the basic skills of baking and also with literacy and numeracy in the form 

of reading recipes and weighing ingredients.  Pupils in 1st, 2nd & 3rd gathered some autumn fruits 

including home-grown apples and blackberries to make an apple-blackberry tart. Two groups 

worked making the tart sharing all the jobs of rolling the pastry putting in the apples, blackberries, 

a sprinkle of sugar and making holes in the top of the tart to let the air out. They even managed to 

eat a few apples and blackberries along the way – just to make sure they were o.k. for the tart! 

The tarts baked away during lunch-time and when they were eventually cool enough the pupils 

got to eat and share the tasty apple-blackberry tart. 
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Parental Involvement through Cookery 

 

Later in the year another parent volunteered to help the children make homemade pizza.  This 

informed children about how to make home made products and enhanced the school’s healthy 

eating policy. 

 

  

Lego Leagues – LEGO® League is a global science and technology challenge for teams of students, 

to encourage an interest in real world issues and develop key skills that are crucial for their future 

careers. The students work together to explore a given topic and to design, build and program an 

autonomous LEGO® robot to solve a series of missions. 

Our pupils in 4th – 6th class took part this year and in doing so had to develop a research project 

around this year’s competition theme, which is hydro-dynamics.  This involved finding ways to 
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improve how people find, transport, use or dispose of the world’s precious water resource.  To 

help students understand more about the topic a Grandparent who is involved in the local water 

scheme and a parent who is an Engineer in the local County Council visited the school to discuss 

the topic and answer any questions the pupils had.  Our student’s project - “Go with the Flow” 

won the Lego League Rising Star Award this year. 

 

 

 

Knitting & Crochet – Knitting and Crochet classes took place for 6 weeks in the school.  These 

classes were given on a voluntary basis by grandparents, relatives and members of the local 

community.  These classes enhanced the students creative and co-ordination skills and involved 

pupils extended family members and neighbours in their learning. 
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START Competition – (School Teaching awareness of Randomised Trials) 

Every year the world celebrates International Clinical Trials Day on May 20th. This event marks the 

anniversary of the first well-documented randomised clinical trial which took place in 1747 in the 

British Navy. The Health Research Board – Trials Methodology Research Network (HRB-TMRN) 

wishes to celebrate this important occasion with the help of the younger members of our 

community. Primary school students in 4th, 5th & 6th classes are invited to lead on an exciting 

project and create their very own fun randomised clinical trial. 

The competition was introduced by a START Ambassador and parent on a student in our school. 

Our pupils had an information session from a parent who works on clinical trials.  The information 

session was given voluntary and helped the children understand how clinical trials work and the 

importance of them followed by a question and answer session.  

This year our pupils worked on a trial called Do Maths games improve test scores?  Below is  a 

link to a website created about their project www.glinskstart.weebly.com  

http://www.glinskstart.weebly.com/
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Four primary schools in the country were shortlisted to showcase their randomised clinical trials 

at NUI Galway on Friday, 18 May. We were delighted to receive 2nd prize in the competition.  Here 

are the tweets from the day. 

https://twitter.com/Glinsk_NS?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glinskns.ie%

2F 

 

 

 

Buddy Bench - The Buddy Bench is a simple idea that promotes and encourages positive & 

inclusive friendships. Thanks to parental involvement a buddy bench was made for our school by a 

parent.  The pupils were involved in painting the buddy bench and were given an information 

session by volunteer parents as to its importance in the school yard. 

Please see attached link for more details:  

https://www.buddybench.ie/copy-of-little-buddies 

https://twitter.com/Glinsk_NS?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glinskns.ie%2F
https://twitter.com/Glinsk_NS?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glinskns.ie%2F
https://www.buddybench.ie/copy-of-little-buddies
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Buddy Bench Project in Progress 

 

 

Finished Product 

 

Fairy Garden - Community members reached out to our school this year to see if pupils wished to 

help create a fairy garden in our local village car park.  Our pupils received help from parent 

volunteers who helped the students make fairy houses from timber, painted the walls with fairy 

images and helped to design and plant the garden plot.  One parent who works in horticulture in a 

garden centre visited the infant students to help them work on their theme for Áistear which was 

the garden centre. 

In this way pupils and parents collaborated with community members to work together and 

enhance our pupils learning. 

Junior Entrepreneur Programme – Dragons Den 
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Since 2010, the Junior Entrepreneur Programme (or JEP) has given more than 50,000 primary 

school pupils on the island of Ireland the opportunity to experience practical, real-life business 

learning as part of their formative education. 

Running over a 12 to 16 week period during the school year, JEP nurtures creativity, 

independence and problem-solving among pupils of all abilities, with every aspect of the 

Programme seamlessly blending into the primary school curriculum. JEP doesn’t interrupt your 

child’s education – it enhances it. And because it’s a not-for-profit initiative, it’s completely free of 

charge for all schools to participate in.  

The programme works closely with the local community – involving local entrepreneurs who share 

their story and that of their business with the pupils. This puts entrepreneurship in a local and 

meaningful context. Every pupil gets a chance to uncover their own strengths and play a key role 

in one of five distinct teams – Finance, Marketing, Design & Production, Sales and Storytelling. 

Our Pupils in the senior classroom have been working on the J.E.P [Junior Entrepreneur 

Programme] over the past few weeks. They have written to entrepreneurs with many visiting the 

school to talk to the pupils about their businesses. They held a Dragons Den on Thursday with 

local parent and community entrepreneurs on the panel. 

For more information please see link http://www.juniorentrepreneur.ie/ 

 

 

 

 

How does the submitted project match the following criteria? 

 Originality 

The project is original in nature as it opens up a new environment for children to learn 

and develop their skills.  It moves away from the traditional idea where teaching happens 

in the class room involving only the teacher and students.  The school is opened up to 

parents and community members to assist and enhance the students learning.  Likewise, 

the students leave the school classroom and join the community to use and develop their 

skills. 

 

 In line with one or more of Epstein’s six types of parental involvement 

1. Parenting 

As parents become involved in children’s education and see first-hand the curriculum 

being implemented in many creative ways, this assists families in understanding child 

development and in setting home conditions that support children as students.  The 

http://www.juniorentrepreneur.ie/
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teaching staff have an opportunity to see parents and students working together and get 

a better understanding of family situations. 

2. Communicating 

Through our newsletters and excellent website and twitter posts, we communicate with 

families about school programmes and student progress.  Please see our website at 

www.glinskns.ie 

3. Volunteering 

The examples given above in the description of the project show how parents and 

communities are very much involved in the education of the children.  

4. Collaborating with the community 

The particular examples of the Fairy Garden Project and the Junior Entrepreneur 

Promgramme show how our community collaborates with our school and vice 

versa. 

 

 Its potential to be replicated in other primary schools in Ireland 

We feel this project can be replicated by other schools.  This can be done by 
communicating with parents and opening up the school to parental and community 
involvement.  Parents or Grandparents who would like to pass on their skills are 
encouraged to do so. Teachers, who are working on any national project with their 
students, for example the Lego Leagues, START Competition or Junior Entrepreneur 
Programme or similar projects, can use this as an opportunity to involve parents and the 
local community. 

 
 

 

Please include documentation and/or other media appropriate to illustrate the specific 

characteristics of the project.  

Please ensure informed consent is obtained from all participants (including parental consent for under 

18s) to share any photos/recordings/images making it clear these may be shared online via the NPC 

website.  If consent is refused, NPC must be notified.  Where consent is obtained it should be recorded 

on a consent form (please see the sample attached on page 6), dated, signed and retained by the 

school. 

 

 

Parents’ Association Contact information 

Personal data entered onto this form will be used by NPC to communicate with you. This information 

will only be used by NPC staff and will not be shared or disclosed to any third party. Your details will 

be retained for the membership year and the following calendar year. These details can be deleted 

http://www.glinskns.ie/
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from NPC files on request by you at any time; please email info@npc.ie and request that your data be 

removed.  

 

Name:Teresa Silke  Brennan/ Maria Fitzmaurice Daytime Tel No. 086 2330389 

Email tsilke@eircom.net 

Postal address: Glinsk, Via Castlerea, Co. Galway 

Do you consent to allow NPC to contact you by (please tick  the boxes) 

a) Email   b) Telephone  √ c) Home address     

Do you consent to allow NPC to contact you for the following reasons (please tick   the boxes) 

a) With regard to the NPC Innovation Award √ 

b) To forward information on the NPC Conference 2018 √ 

 
 

Signed: Teresa Silke Brennan  Date:17/05/2018 

 

School name: Glinsk NS 

School address: Glinsk, Via Castlerea, Co. Galway. 

School Roll number: 19841E 

 

 

  

mailto:info@npc.ie
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Informed consent 

Informed consent is a process whereby participants are informed and asked for their 
permission or agreement prior to taking photographs or recording images. Individuals 
should be informed of: 

(a)  the purpose(s) the image will be used for, and  

(b) the people/bodies to whom it might be transferred. 

The individual should be asked for their prior written consent. Where images may be used 
for a variety of purposes (e.g., documenting, promoting or celebrating through press 
coverage, websites etc.), consent for each purpose and/or in a variety of settings (e.g. 
reports, public media, or websites) should be obtained on an “opt-in” basis. 
 

SAMPLE CONSENT FORM: 
 

We would like to take photos/digital images/recordings of your child and use them for the 
following purposes.  

Do you give your consent as parent/guardian for the Parent Association to do each of the 
following:  
 
Tick box if “yes” you agree with these uses 

Use on our school website?     

Use in our school brochure and yearbook?   

Use in our yearly school report?    

Retain in our school archives?     

Use in the NPC Innovation Award project?   

 

We would also like to transfer photos/digital images/recordings of your child to the 
National Parents Council Primary for use in the NPC Innovation Award and to be shared on 
the NPC website www.npc.ie  

Do you give your consent for us to transfer these images to National Parents Council 
Primary for these purposes? 

Tick box if “yes” you permit this transfer 

Yes, I give my consent  

Signed: _____________________ Print Name:__________________________ 

Date: _______________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian or Student (where over 18 years) 

As a ‘child’ is anyone under the age of 18 years, consent of a parent/guardian is required.  

If consent is refused, then images should not be passed on to NPC or other third parties or 
put to any use not agreed. Informed consent includes being given the opportunity to 
withdraw consent which had been previously given, if desired. Their right to withdraw any 
consent previously given must be free of charge, and not result in the data subject suffering 
any detriment. 

http://www.npc.ie/

