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 Introduction 

 

The focus of the evaluation 

 

A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in Glinsk NS was undertaken during 

the period April 2012 to present.  During the evaluation, teaching and learning in the 

following curriculum areas were evaluated:  

 Numeracy ( Ongoing) 

 Literacy ( revised) 

This is a continuation of previous reports (April 2012 to June 2013) and September 

2013-June 2015 on the findings of the evaluation. 

 

While attending SSE seminars with the PDST in literacy in 2014/15 school year, we 

decided to revisit and re-evaluate our current SIP in Literacy. As a result we initiated 

the Data gathering stage for a second time. 

Each subject area is in fact a four year process, the first year primarily data 

gathering, + three years implementation. 

 

Our first area chosen was numeracy: primarily problem solving. 

 2014-15: final year 

 2013-14: year two 

 2012-13: year one. 

 Data was gathered in April- June 2012. 

 

School context  

Glinsk National School is a co-educational, vertical school with 49 pupils, situated in 

the village of Glinsk, in east County Galway under the patronage of the Bishop of 

Elphin.  

As of September 2013, the school became a three teacher school with two classroom 

teachers and a shared learning support teacher. 
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Progress made on previously-identified improvement targets (Numeracy) 
 

The initial numeracy target of improving Problem Solving by 15 % in three years was 

achieved in June 2014 as seen on Standardised test. 

 The average score for problem solving in the whole school cohort as identified in 

Sigma-T analysis in June 2013 was 34.3 %.  

We aimed to increase this to 40% by June 2014. By June 2015 we aimed to increase 

this by a further 5 % to 45 per cent.  

We reached our three year target early in June 2014 as based on our SIGMA-T 

results. 

         SIGMA –T: Skills and Strands; Percentage Correct 

Whole School Averages. 2012 

  

Skills Strands 

Understanding 

Concepts and 

Facts 

Performing 

Computations 

and 

Procedures 

Solving 

Word 

Problems 

Number Measure 
Shape 

and Space 
Algebra Data 

% 68 62 45 66 57 58 65 59 
 

 

Unfortunately this fell again in 2014-15, upon which we have renewed the target for 

another year. 

         SIGMA –T: Skills and Strands; Percentage Correct Whole 
School Averages. 2012 

  

Skills Strands 

Understanding 
Concepts and 

Facts 

Performing 
Computations 

and 
Procedures 

Solving 
Word 

Problems 
Number Measure 

Shape 
and Space 

Algebra Data 

% 68 56 42 60 55 57 67 62 
 

 

Numeracy target is still ongoing. 
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Progress made on previously-identified improvement targets(Literacy) 
 

In Literacy, we initially chose the area of phonics, and devised our own school phonic 

scheme in year one, before adopting the Jolly Phonics scheme in year 2. Thus making 

our whole target area then null in void. 

 

We then decided to gather more data and analysis tests before choosing a new 

target. 

Data gathered 

 Pupil Questionnaires via google docs 

 Parent Questionnaires via google docs. 

 Teacher review of English Curriculum 

 Pupil Diagnostic Tests  

 Cloze  

 Schonell Spelling 

 Group Sentence test 

 Analysis of MICRA-T 2014/15 

 

The findings 

Standardised test data collated and analysed for Literacy  

  
Summary of Findings of MICRA-T 2015 

 
 No Child score below the 2nd percentile 

 1 child scores between the 3rd and 16th percentiles 
 22 children scored in the average range (62.9 %) 

 12 children (23.3 percent of pupils) scored above the 85th percentile with 2 
students scoring in the extremely high range, i.e. above the 98th percentile. 

 
 

Distribution of Pupils Across 4 Percentile Bands 

  

16th PR 

or Below 

17th to 
50th  

PR 

51st to 
84th 

PR 

85th - 
100th  

PR 
Total Num of Pupils 1 8 14 12 

Percentage 2.9% 22.9% 40.0% 34.3% 
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Pupils’ Questionaire ( see appendices for detailed responses and questions) 
1. Writing 

 65 percent of students find writing easy but only 28 percent like to write. 
 36% do not like to read aloud for others, while 28 percent of pupils do. 

 
2. Reading 

 70 % of the children enjoy reading and the majority of them prefer to read 
silently. 

 
3. Speaking and listening 

 

 On Average 1/3 to ½ of the pupils are confident in oral language activities 

 
Parents’ Questionaire (see appendices for detailed responses and questions) 

 
 90.9 % of parents feel their children enjoy reading and also that they are 

succeeding in Literacy 
 

Teacher review of English Curriculum(see appendices for details) 

In conducting the review of the English curriculum we found that the area of Oral 
language could be improved and somewhat neglected. 

 
Conclusions of Findings  

 Oral Language Skills 
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Improvement in Oral Language confidence and fluency and a development in 
the expressive capacity of pupils.  

 
 Specific Oral Language skills are to be taught and practiced. 

 Offer opportunities for pupils to develop oral language skills at each class 

level. 

 Oral Language to be timetabled in each class 

 

This information was discussed and analysed during a CP meeting. 
 

 
 Summary of school self-evaluation findings 

 
 Our school has strengths in the following areas: 

 70 percent of pupils enjoy reading 
 90 percent of pupils do not find English difficult. 

 Questionnaire revealed positive attitude in general to Literacy 
 Majority of students feel they are succeeding in literacy 

 Wide variety of reading equipment in Junior room, Senior room and learning 
Support room 

 Availability of concrete materials  
 ICT used to enhance teaching of literacy skills 

 Print  rich environment 

 Wide Varity of diagnostic tests available 
 Reading Initiatives to encourage reading – Paired reading, visits to Library, an 

appealing library, bookworm. 
 Good Resources available 

 Variety of Assessment tools used 
 Print rich environment – lots of sight vocabulary 

 Jolly  phonics in junior classes 
 Good variety of reading texts used 

 Good variety of reading material available in all Classes 
 A variety of writing genres are taught 

 Results of assessments are used to inform teacher planning 
 

 
The following areas are prioritised for improvement:, with a particular 

emphasis on problem solving and the language of Maths. 
 

 Need for a planned approach to teaching problem solving strategies. 

 Whole school strategy to developing problem solving. 

 Encourage parental participation. 

 Differentiation: need to focus on high achievers and make maths more 

enjoyable for weaker pupils 
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 Concrete materials should be available to all students. 

 Lack of strategies in use by the children 

 Lack of modelling of ‘good problem solving’ by the teacher 

 Textbooks and resources need to be reviewed 

 Independent skills  

 Vocabulary/ Maths language  development 

 Review time allocation in line with new Numeracy and Literacy document 

Circular 0056_2011 

 Are children preforming below their ability level? 

 

The following areas are prioritised for improvement in Literacy: 
 

 Further develop and consolidate oral language skills  

o Improvement in Oral Language confidence and fluency.  

o Development of the pupils’ ability to express themselves.  

o Identify and teach a specific set of oral language skills to be 

practised as part of homework.  

o Provide structured opportunities for pupils to develop oral language 

skills at each class level.  

 

 Need for a planned approach to teaching phonics, writing genres fluency, and 

spelling. 

 More time needed on phonics. 

 Encourage parental participation. 

 Differentiation: need to focus on high achievers and make literacy more 

enjoyable for weaker pupils. 

 Concrete materials should be available to all students. 

 Novels available to senior classes 

 A wide variety of reading material should be available to all students 

 Lack of strategies in use by the children 

 Textbooks and resources need to be reviewed 

 Independent skills developed. 
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 Review time allocation in line with new Numeracy and Literacy document 

Circular 0056_2011 

 Are children preforming below their ability level? 

 
4.3 The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to be addressed: 

 
 Length of School Day 

 Fire Drill 

 First Aid Training for staff 

 Review of school plan including 

 Code of Behaviour review 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Appendix to School Self-Evaluation Report:  

legislative and regulatory checklist 



School Self-Evaluation Report                          2014-2015 

 

Glinsk National School   Page 9 
 

 
Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

Time in school 

- Length of 
school year - 

minimum of 183 
days 

- Length of 
school day  

4 hours 40 

minutes 
(infants);  

5 hour 40 
minutes (1st-6th 

classes) 
 

Circular 11/95 Yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Yes  

 

Arrangements 
for parent/ 

teacher and staff 

meetings 
 

Circular 14/04 Yes   

Implementation 
of Croke Park 

agreement 
regarding 

additional time 
requirement 

 

Circular 0008/2011 Yes   

Standardisation 
of school year  

 

Circular 034/2011 Yes   
 

 

Valid enrolment 

of pupils 

Section 9(1), 15(2) and 23 

Education Act 1998 
Sections 20 and 21, Education 

(Welfare) Act 2000 

Rules 55, 64, 108 and 123, 
Rules for National Schools  

Circular P24/02 
Staffing Schedule for current 

Yes   
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Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

school year 

 
 

Retention of 

pupils 

Rule 64 Rules for National 

Schools 
Circular 11/01 

Circular 32/03 
 

Yes   

Development of 
school plan 

 

Section 21, Education Act 1998  Yes   
 

Appointments to 
posts of 

responsibility 
 

Circular 07/03 
Circular 053/2011 

Yes   
 

Time for literacy 
and numeracy - 

assessing and 

reporting 
literacy and 

numeracy 
achievement 

Circular 0056/11 Initial Steps 
in the Implementation of the 

National Literacy and 

Numeracy Strategy 

        Yes   
 

 

Exemption from 
Irish 

Circular 12/96 Yes  
 

 

 
 

mplementation 
of child 

protection 
procedures 

Circular 0065/2011 
 

Please ensure the following in 
relation to child protection 

 

 
Yes  

 

▪ Number of cases where a 

report involving a child in 

the school was submitted 
by the DLP to the HSE 

 
▪ Number of cases where a 

report involving a child in 

0 

_____ 

 
 

0 
_____ 
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Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

the school was submitted 

by the DLP to the HSE and 
the school board of 

management informed 
 

▪ Number of cases where 
the DLP sought advice 

from the HSE and as a 

result of this advice, no 
report was made 

 
▪ Number of cases where 

the DLP sought advice 
from the HSE and as a 

result of this advice, no 
report was made and the 

school board of 
management informed 

 

0 
_____ 

 
 

 
0 

_____ 

 

Implementation 

of complaints 
procedure as 

appropriate  

Complaints Procedures, Section 28 

Education Act  
Primary Boards of Management 

Information Manual November 2007 
 

Please consider the following in 
relation to complaints 

 

 Yes   

▪ Number of formal 

parental complaints 

received  
 

▪ Number of formal 
complaints processed 

 
▪ Number of formal 

complaints not fully 
processed by the end of 

this school year 

0 

_____ 

 
0___ 

 
0____ 
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Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

 

Refusal to enrol Section 29 Education Act 

1998 
 

Please provide the 
following information in 

relation to appeals taken in 

accordance with Section 29 
against the school during 

this school year 
 

N/A 

 
 

 

Number of section 

29 cases taken 
against the school 

 
Number of cases 

processed at 
informal stage 

 
Number of cases 

heard 
 

Number of appeals 
upheld 

 
Number of appeals 

dismissed 

0 

 
 

0 
 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

Suspension of 
students 

Section 29 Education Act 
1998 

 
Please provide the 

following information in 

relation to appeals taken in 
accordance with Section 29 

against the school during 
this school year 
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Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

Number of section 

29 cases taken 

against the school 
 

Number of cases 
processed at 

informal stage 
 

Number of cases 
heard 

 
Number of 

appeals upheld 
 

Number of 
appeals dismissed  

 

 

0 

 
 

 
0 

 
 

0 
 

 
0 

 
 

 
 

Expulsion of 
students 

Section 29 
Education Act 

1998 
 

Please provide 

the following 
information in 

relation to 
appeals taken in 

accordance with 
Section 29 

against the school 
during this school 

year 

   

Number of section 
29 cases taken 

against the school 
 

Number of cases 
processed at 

 
0 

 
 

0 
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Issue 

 
Relevant legislation, rule or 

circular 

 
Is the school 

fully meeting 
the 

requirements 
of the relevant 

legislation, 

rule or 
circular? 

 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be 
developed 

informal stage 

 

Number of cases 
heard 

 
 

Number of 
appeals upheld 

 
Number of 

appeals dismissed  
 

0 

 

0 
 

0 
 

 

 
 

 
Policy 

 
Source 

 
Has policy 

been 
approved by 

the board of 
management? 

 
If no, 

indicate 
aspects to 

be  
developed.  

Enrolment policy Section (15)(2)(d) Education 

Act 1998 
 

Yes  Reviewed 

2014  

Code of 
behaviour1 

including anti-

bullying policy 

Circular 20/90 
DES Guidelines on Countering 

Bullying Behaviour 1993 

NEWB Guidelines 
Section 23, Education Welfare 

Act 2000 
 

Yes  Review Code 
of behaviour. 

Anti-bullying 

policy 
reviewed 

and 
implemented 

Attendance and 
participation 

strategy2 

Section 22 Education Welfare 
Act 2000 

Equal Status Acts 2000-2011 

Yes   

                                                 
1
 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 23) the school’s code of behaviour should conform to the specifications stated. 

2
 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 22), the school’s attendance strategy should conform with the provisions 

stipulated. 
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Health and 

safety statement 

 

Section 20 Health and Safety 

Act 2005 

Yes  Review? 

Data protection  Data Protection Act 1988 

Data Protection (Amendment 
Act) 2003 

 

Yes  Review? 

Special 
education needs 

policy3 

Education Act 1998 
Equal Status Acts 2000- 2011 

Education (Welfare) Act 2000 
Education for Persons with 

Special Education Needs Act 
(EPSEN)4 2004 

Disability Act 2005 
 

Yes  Review? 

Relationships 

and sexuality 
education (RSE) 

policy 
 

Relationships and Sexuality 

Education: Policy Guidelines 
(1997) 

 

Yes  Review? 

Child protection 
policy 

Circular 0065/2011 
 

Yes  Implemented 
Children First 

Parents as 

partners 

Circular 24/91 Yes  

 
 

 

Review? 

Public service 
(Croke Park) 

agreement – 
special needs 

assistants 

Circular 71/11 N/a  
 

 

Review? 
 

Other 
 

 
 

 

   

 

                                                 
3
 Section 9 of the Education Act (1998) requires a school to “use its available resources” to identify and provide for the educational needs of those 

“with a disability or other special educational needs.” 
4
 The EPSEN Act requires that schools be inclusive of and provide an appropriate education for pupils with special educational needs. 


