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School Self-Evaluation Report 

 
1. Introduction 

 
1.1 The focus of the evaluation 

 

A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in Glinsk NS was 

undertaken during the period April 2012 to present.  During the 

evaluation, teaching and learning in the following curriculum areas 

were evaluated:  

 

 Numeracy ( Ongoing) 

 Literacy 

 

This is a continuation of a previous report (April 2012 to June 2013) 

on the findings of the evaluation. 

 

1.2 School context  

 

Glinsk National School is a co-educational, vertical school with 40 

pupils, situated in the village of Glinsk, in east County Galway under 

the patronage of the Bishop of Elphin.  

As of September 2013, the school became a three teacher school 

with two classroom teachers and a shared learning support teacher. 

 

2. The findings 

Standardised test data collated and analysed for 
Literacy/numeracy  

  
 No pupil received a standard score of 70 or below in Literacy. 

 No pupil received a standard score of above 130 (extremely 

high range) in English.  
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 One pupil scored a standard score between 120-120 (high) in 

both literacy and numeracy.  

 Two pupils scored in the low range (70-79) in Literacy and 

Numeracy ( 5.3 % of Pupils) 

 10 pupils scored in the low average range (80-89) in 

Numeracy (26.3 %) while 6 (15.8) scored in this area in 

Literacy. 

 57.9 % (22) of pupils scored between 90 and 109 in 

Numeracy while 50 % (19) of all pupils scored in this range in 

Literacy 

 10 pupils (26.3 %) scored in the high average range  of 110-

119 in literacy while only 3 pupils ( 7.9%) scored in this range 

in Numeracy. 

Conclusions 

1. 92 per cent of all pupils (35) scored in the low to high average 

range 80-119 in Maths and in English. 

2. 32 pupils (84.2 %) of pupils scored in the 80-110 (low 

average-average range) in Numeracy. 25 pupils or 65% of 

pupils scored in this band in Literacy with more pupils scoring 

in the high average range: 10 pupils (26.3 %) Only 3 pupils 

or 7.9 % scored in this area in Numeracy. 

3. One pupil scored in the high range or above in Maths and 

Literacy however two pupils scored in the low range (70-79) 

in Literacy and Numeracy ( 5.3 % of Pupils) 
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NRIT and Standardised Tests Comparison 
 

 5.4 % of students scored at or below the 2nd percentile in the 

NRIT while no student did so in Literacy and 2.6 % of 

students did so in Numeracy. 

 10.8 % of students scored between the 2nd and 16th percentile 

in the NRIT, 15. 8 % in Numeracy and 18.4 % in Literacy. 

 In the 17th to 50th percentile range, 32. 4 % of pupils scored 

in this band in the NRIT, 28.9 % in Literacy and 47.4 % in 

Numeracy. 

 In the percentile range of 51-84, 40.5 per cent of pupils 

scored in NRIT, 31.6 % in Numeracy and 36.8 per cent in 

Literacy. 

 8.1 % of students scored in the 85th – 98th percentile range in 

the NRIT while 13.2 % of pupils scored in this range in 

Literacy and 2.6 % in Numeracy. 

A SCOT analysis was completed by individual teachers and 

correlated during a staff meeting.  
 

A Questionnaire was compiled and distributed to pupils in 2nd to 6th 
classes with an aim to discover their attitudes towards reading.  

 

No. of pupils:10 Yes No  Its okay Sometimes  

Did you like 

English? 
 

3 1 3 3 

Did you enjoy 

reading? 
 

6 1 1 3 

Do you have 
books at home? 

 

9 1   

Do you enjoy 
writing? 

 

5 4  1 

Do you like 5 2 1 2 
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spelling? 

 

Are you a good 

speller? 
 

7 1  2 

Do you find 

English difficult? 

9 1   

 

 
A questionnaire relating to a paired reading programme was 

administered to pupils in 1st class after a ten week programme 

Reading Buddies evaluation 
 

No. of pupils:10 Always  Most of 
the time  

Sometimes  Never  Don’t 
Know 

Did you like 

reading with a 
buddy? 

 

4 6    

Did you like 

reading the 
books? 

 

5 4 1   

Did you help your 
buddy if they got 

stuck? 
 

5 4 1   

I would like to do 
Reading Buddies 

again. 
 

Yes 6 no Maybe 4 Don’t 
know 

 

Reading Buddies  

 

helped 

me 
become a 

better 
reader 

helped 

me make 
friends 

made me 

happy 

didn’t 

help me 
become a 

better 
reader        

made me 

cross 

2 1 7   

Reading Buddies  
 

was fun was hard  was 
boring   

was too 
easy 

 

7   3  

 
 This information was discussed and analysed during a CP 

meeting. 
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3. Progress made on previously-identified improvement 
targets 

 
September 2013- Numeracy Target 

 
The average score of problem solving for the whole school cohort as 

identified in Sigma-T analysis in June2012 was 36%. We aim to 

increase this to 41% by June 2013, 46 % by June 2014 and by June 

2015 we aim to increase this by a further 5 % to 51 per cent. 

 

Evaluating and Analysing of SIGMA_T results 
 

 Lowest scoring area was in the skills. 

 34.3 per cent correct in solving word problems. 

 This is a drop of 1.7 per cent. This is disappointing as this was 

our target area for our Numeracy Plan 

 However, both understanding concepts and facts and 

performing computations and procedures improved by .5 and 

.7 of a per cent respectively. 

 In Stands: Measures and Algebra showed improvements of 

4.7 and 9.3 per cent. However Number fell by 1.3 %, Space 

and Shape by 1 % and Data by 3.4% 

4. Summary of school self-evaluation findings 

 
4.1 Our school has strengths in the following areas: 

 60 percent of pupils enjoy reading 

 90 percent of pupils do not find English difficult. 

 Questionnaire revealed positive attitude in general to Literacy 

 Majority of students feel they are succeeding in literacy 

 Wide variety of reading equipment in Junior room and 

learning Support room 
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 Availability of concrete materials  

 ICT used to enhance teaching of literacy skills 

 Print  rich environment 

 Wide Varity of diagnostic tests available 
 

 
4.2 (a)The following areas are prioritised for improvement:, 

with a particular emphasis on problem solving and the language of 
Maths. 

 
 Need for a planned approach to teaching problem solving 

strategies. 

 Whole school strategy to developing problem solving. 

 Encourage parental participation. 

 Differentiation: need to focus on high achievers and make 

maths more enjoyable for weaker pupils 

 Concrete materials should be available to all students. 

 Lack of strategies in use by the children 

 Lack of modelling of ‘good problem solving’ by the teacher 

 Textbooks and resources need to be reviewed 

 Independent skills  

 Vocabulary/ Maths language  development 

 Review time allocation in line with new Numeracy and Literacy 

document Circular 0056_2011 

 Are children preforming below their ability level? 

 
4.2 (b) The following areas are prioritised for improvement in 

Literacy: 
 

 Need for a planned approach to teaching phonics, writing 

genres fluency, and spelling. 

 More time needed on phonics. 

 Encourage parental participation. 

 Differentiation: need to focus on high achievers and make 

literacy more enjoyable for weaker pupils. 
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 Concrete materials should be available to all students. 

 Novels available to senior classes 

 A wide variety of reading material should be available to all 

students 

 Lack of strategies in use by the children 

 Textbooks and resources need to be reviewed 

 Independent skills developed. 

 Vocabulary/ Maths language  development 

 Review time allocation in line with new Numeracy and Literacy 

document Circular 0056_2011 

 Are children preforming below their ability level? 

 

4.3 The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to 
be addressed: 

 
 Length of School Day 

 Fire Drill 

 First Aid Training for staff 

 Review of school plan including 
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Appendix to School Self-Evaluation Report:  

legislative and regulatory checklist 

 

Issue 

 

Relevant legislation, rule or 
circular 

 

Is the school 
fully meeting 

the 
requirements 

of the 
relevant 

legislation, 
rule or 

circular? 

 

 

If no, 
indicate 

aspects to 
be 

developed 

Time in school 

- Length of school 

year - minimum of 

183 days 

- Length of school 

day  

4 hours 40 minutes 

(infants);  

5 hour 40 minutes 

(1st-6th classes) 
 

Circular 11/95 No 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes  

Senior infants 

spend 5 hr extra 

in school. 

School day is 5 

hours 50 mins 

for all pupils SI 

to 6th. 

Arrangements for 

parent/ teacher and 

staff meetings 
 

Circular 14/04 Yes   

Implementation of 

Croke Park 

agreement 

regarding additional 

time requirement 
 

Circular 0008/2011 Yes   

Standardisation of 

school year  
 

Circular 034/2011 Yes   

 

 

Valid enrolment of 

pupils 

Section 9(1), 15(2) and 23 Education 

Act 1998 

Sections 20 and 21, Education 

(Welfare) Act 2000 

Rules 55, 64, 108 and 123, Rules for 

National Schools  

Circular P24/02 

Staffing Schedule for current school 

year 

 
 

Yes   

Retention of pupils Rule 64 Rules for National Schools 

Circular 11/01 

Circular 32/03 

 

Yes   

Development of 

school plan 
 

Section 21, Education Act 1998  Yes   
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Issue 

 

Relevant legislation, rule or 
circular 

 

Is the school 
fully meeting 

the 
requirements 

of the 
relevant 

legislation, 
rule or 

circular? 
 

 

If no, 
indicate 

aspects to 
be 

developed 

Appointments to 

posts of 

responsibility 
 

Circular 07/03 

Circular 053/2011 

Yes   

 

Time for literacy 

and numeracy - 

assessing and 

reporting literacy 

and numeracy 

achievement 

Circular 0056/11 Initial Steps in the 

Implementation of the National Literacy 

and Numeracy Strategy 

        Yes   

 

 

Exemption from 

Irish 

Circular 12/96 Yes  

 

 

 

 

mplementation of 

child protection 

procedures 

Circular 0065/2011 

 
Please ensure the following in relation to child 

protection 

 

 

Yes  

 

▪ Number of cases where a report 
involving a child in the school was 

submitted by the DLP to the HSE 
 
▪ Number of cases where a report 
involving a child in the school was 
submitted by the DLP to the HSE and 
the school board of management 
informed 

 
▪ Number of cases where the DLP 
sought advice from the HSE and as a 
result of this advice, no report was 
made 

 
▪ Number of cases where the DLP 

sought advice from the HSE and as a 
result of this advice, no report was 
made and the school board of 
management informed 

0 

_____ 

 

 

0 

_____ 

 

 

0 

_____ 

 

 

 

0 

_____ 

 

Implementation of 

complaints 

procedure as 

appropriate  

Complaints Procedures, Section 28 

Education Act  

Primary Boards of Management Information 

Manual November 2007 
 

Please consider the following in relation to 
complaints 
 

 Yes   
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Issue 

 

Relevant legislation, rule or 
circular 

 

Is the school 
fully meeting 

the 
requirements 

of the 
relevant 

legislation, 
rule or 

circular? 
 

 

If no, 
indicate 

aspects to 
be 

developed 

▪ Number of formal parental 
complaints received  

 

▪ Number of formal complaints 
processed 
 
▪ Number of formal complaints not 
fully processed by the end of this 
school year 
 

0 

_____ 

 

0___ 

 

0____ 

 

Refusal to enrol Section 29 Education Act 1998 
 
Please provide the following 

information in relation to appeals 
taken in accordance with Section 29 
against the school during this school 
year 
 

N/A 

 

 

 

Number of section 29 
cases taken against the 
school 
 
Number of cases 
processed at informal 

stage 
 
Number of cases heard 
 
Number of appeals 
upheld 
 

Number of appeals 
dismissed 

0 

 
 

0 

 
 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

Suspension of 

students 

Section 29 Education Act 1998 

 

Please provide the following 
information in relation to appeals 
taken in accordance with Section 29 
against the school during this school 
year 

 

  

Number of section 29 
cases taken against the 
school 
 

Number of cases 
processed at informal 
stage 

 

0 

 

 
 

0 
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Issue 

 

Relevant legislation, rule or 
circular 

 

Is the school 
fully meeting 

the 
requirements 

of the 
relevant 

legislation, 
rule or 

circular? 
 

 

If no, 
indicate 

aspects to 
be 

developed 

 

Number of cases heard 

 
Number of appeals 
upheld 
 
Number of appeals 
dismissed  

 

 

0 

 
 

0 

 

 
 

 

Expulsion of 

students 

Section 29 Education Act 
1998 

 
Please provide the 
following information in 
relation to appeals taken 
in accordance with 
Section 29 against the 

school during this school 

year 

   

Number of section 29 
cases taken against the 
school 

 
Number of cases 
processed at informal 
stage 
 
Number of cases heard 
 

 
Number of appeals 
upheld 
 

Number of appeals 
dismissed  

 

 

0 

 
 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 
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Policy 

 

Source 

 

Has policy 

been 

approved by 

the board of 

management? 

 

If no, 

indicate 

aspects to be  

developed.  

Enrolment policy Section (15)(2)(d) Education Act 1998 

 

Yes  Review?  

Code of behaviour1 

including anti-

bullying policy 

Circular 20/90 

DES Guidelines on Countering Bullying 

Behaviour 1993 

NEWB Guidelines 

Section 23, Education Welfare Act 2000 

 

 Review? 

Attendance and 

participation 

strategy2 

 

Section 22 Education Welfare Act 2000 

Equal Status Acts 2000-2011 

Yes  Review? 

Health and safety 

statement 

 

Section 20 Health and Safety Act 2005 Yes  Review? 

Data protection  Data Protection Act 1988 

Data Protection (Amendment Act) 2003 

 

Yes  Review? 

Special education 

needs policy3 

Education Act 1998 

Equal Status Acts 2000- 2011 

Education (Welfare) Act 2000 

Education for Persons with Special 

Education Needs Act (EPSEN)4 2004 

Disability Act 2005 

 

Yes  Review? 

Relationships and 

sexuality education 

(RSE) policy 

 

Relationships and Sexuality Education: 

Policy Guidelines (1997) 

 

Yes  Review? 

Child protection 

policy 

Circular 0065/2011 

 

Yes  Review? 

Parents as partners Circular 24/91 Yes  

 

 

 

Review? 

Public service (Croke 

Park) agreement – 

special needs 

assistants 

Circular 71/11 N/a  

 

 

Review? 

 

Other 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                 
1
 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 23) the school’s code of behaviour should 

conform to the specifications stated. 
2
 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 22), the school’s attendance strategy should 

conform with the provisions stipulated. 
3
 Section 9 of the Education Act (1998) requires a school to “use its available resources” to identify and provide for 

the educational needs of those “with a disability or other special educational needs.” 
4
 The EPSEN Act requires that schools be inclusive of and provide an appropriate education for pupils with special 

educational needs. 
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