
 

 

 

Internet Safety: 

 Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 
 

PURPOSE 

As the rationale for having an AUP is primarily to promote good practice and safe, 

responsible use of the Internet, it is a very important document. Its main goals are: 

 To educate students, parents and teachers about the potential of the Internet as a 

valuable learning resource 

 To define the parameters of behaviour and specify the consequences of violating 

those parameters 

 To identify the school strategy on promoting the safe use of the Internet and 

address the risks associated with its use 

 To provide schools with legal protection from liability 

 

SCOPE 

This AUP shall apply to Glinsk National School 

This AUP shall initially focus on a development and usage policy to allow the release of 

the school website. 

The aim of this Acceptable Use Policy is to ensure that students will benefit from 

learning opportunities offered by the school’s Internet resources in a safe and effective 

manner.  Internet use and access is considered a school resource and privilege. 

Therefore, if the school AUP is not adhered to this privilege will be withdrawn and 

appropriate sanctions – as outlined in the AUP – will be imposed. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

The AUP will be developed by the BOM in consultation with Teachers, Parents and 

other stakeholders’. 

Regular updates to this policy shall be the responsibility of the Board-of-Management. 

 

Glinsk N.S. 

Scoil Náisiúnta Ghlinsce 

Glinsk, 

Via Castlerea, 

Co. Galway 

Phone: 094-9655257 

Fax : 094-9655301 

E-mail : glinskschool@gmail.com 



SCHOOL’S STRATEGY 

The school employs a number of strategies in order to maximise learning opportunities 

and reduce risks associated with the Internet. These strategies are as per the following 

sections: 

 

GENERAL 

1. Internet sessions will always be supervised by a teacher or other adult. 

2. Filtering software and / or equivalent systems will be used in order to minimise the 

risk of exposure to inappropriate material. 

3. The school will regularly monitor students’ internet usage. 

4. Students and teachers will be provided with training in the area of internet safety. 

5. Uploading and downloading of non-approved software will not be permitted. 

6. Virus protection software will be used and updated on a regular basis. 

7. The use of memory sticks or other digital storage media in school requires a teacher’s 

permission. 

8. Students will treat others with respect at all times and will not undertake any actions 

that may bring the school into disrepute. 

 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 

The website’s primary aim is to improve the communication flow between teachers, 

parents, students, Board of Management, Parents’ Council and other interested bodies as 

appropriate. 

Website Content Policy: The website will include current information on items such as 

the following: 

 School information 

 Board of Management Information 

 Parents’ Council information / fundraisers 

 School policies 

 Extra-curricular information 

 Academic, musical, theatrical, etc. 

 Academic calendar 

 Sporting calendar 

 Student Achievements 

 Picture gallery 

 Holy Communion / Confirmation 



 

WEBSITE MAINTENANCE: 

Responsibility for the website maintenance shall reside with a Board of Management 

nominated representative(s). It is currently envisioned that the website shall be 

reviewed/ updated monthly at a minimum. 

Website Security  

 The website shall be hosted by a reputable internet service provider with full 

password protection. This will ensure that only the BOM nominated 

representative(s) will be able to put information on the website. 

 The BOM nominated representative(s) shall only be authorised to upload 

information that is compliant with this AUP and has been approved by the school 

principal. 

 It is not currently proposed to password protect access to the school website. 

 

School Website - Approved Content Guidelines: 

1. The publication of student work will be co-ordinated by a teacher. 

2. Students’ work will appear in an educational context on Web pages with a 

copyright notice prohibiting the copying of such work without express written 

permission. 

3. Parents will be given the opportunity to withhold permission to have photographs 

of their child/children uploaded on to the website. 

4. Parents who are enrolling pupils from 2010 onwards will be given the opportunity 

to allow permission to use photographs on the Website on the Enrolment form. 

5. Digital photographs, audio or video clips are permitted provided that they focus 

on group activities. 

6. Digital photographs of children should focus on the activity they are engaged in. 

7. Content focusing on individual students will not be published on the school 

website without the parental permission. 

8. Personal student information including home address and contact details will be 

omitted from school web pages. 

9. Class details (i.e. lists, numbers, etc.) will not be published on the website. 

10. Pupils in photographs may only be identified by first names only. 

11. The school will ensure that the image files are appropriately named – will not use 

students’ names in image file names or ALT tags if published on the web i.e. 

hovering on an image will not display the student name in a text box. 

12. Students will continue to own the copyright on any work published. 



World Wide Web 

 Students will not intentionally visit internet sites that contain obscene, illegal, 

hateful or otherwise objectionable materials. 

 Students will report accidental accessing of inappropriate materials in accordance 

with school procedures. 

 Students will use the internet for educational purposes only. 

 Students will not copy information into assignments and fail to acknowledge the 

source (plagiarism and copyright infringement). 

 Students will never disclose or publicise personal information. 

 Downloading by students of materials or images not relevant to their studies is in 

direct breach of the school’s acceptable use policy. 

 Students will be aware that any usage, including distributing or receiving 

information, school related or personal, may be monitored for unusual activity, 

security and / or network management reasons. 

 

E-mail 

1. Students do not currently have access to school e-mail. 

2. Students are not currently allowed to access personal e-mail through the school 

equipment.  

3. Sending of messages via websites, similar to e-mails is not allowed. 

 

Internet Chat 

4. Students do not currently have access to internet chat rooms. 

5. Students are not currently allowed to access internet chat-rooms through the 

school equipment. 

 

Personal Devices 

Students using their own technology in school, such as leaving a mobile phone turned on 

or using it in class, sending nuisance text messages, or the unauthorized taking of images 

with a mobile phone camera, still or moving is in direct breach of the school’s 

acceptable use policy. 

 

Legislation 

The school will provide information on legislation relating to use of the Internet which 

teachers, students and parents should familiarise themselves with: 

Links to the full text of these acts are available in the Resources for Schools section of 

www.webwise.ie 

http://www.webwise.ie/


 

Support Structures 

The school will inform students and parents of key support structures and organisations 

that deal with illegal material or harmful use of the Internet. 

 

Sanctions 

1. Misuse of the Internet may result in disciplinary action, including written 

warnings, withdrawal of access privileges and, in extreme cases, suspension or 

expulsion. 

2. The school also reserves the right to report any illegal activities to the appropriate 

authorities. 
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Dear Parents, 

 

Glinsk National School intends to launch a new website which will be dedicated 

exclusively to school use in the near future. 

 

The site will be accessed using the web address: www.glinskns.ie 

 

A school website offers many possibilities and it is hoped that most School Policies 

will be available on the website as time goes on and Parents will be able to 

download these and other information. 

 

School websites normally allow the work of pupils or photographs of pupils to be 

displayed. Displays of work or of photographs must be in accordance with the 

“Acceptable Usage Policy” (enclosed) of the school.  Under this policy, pupils 

should be easily identifiable and photographs would normally include, at least, 

three children. 

 

If, for any reason, you would prefer NOT to have examples of your child’s work or 

photographs of your child displayed on the website of Glinsk National School, 

please fill in and sign the “Opt-out” form below. 

 

 

 

WEBSITE OF GLINSK NATIONAL SCHOOL – www.glinskns.ie 

 

 

As parent/guardian of  _______________________________(name of pupil) 

 

I do not wish to have any examples of my child’s work or any photograph of my 

child displayed on the school website. 

 

 Signed: ____________________(Parent/Guardian)              Date:___________ 

http://www.glinskns.ie/
http://www.glinskns.ie/

